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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to jury service; to anend section 25-1601,
2 Revised Statutes Cunulative Supplenent, 2006; to change
3 provisions relating to jury service; and to repeal the
4 original section.
5 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 25-1601, Revised Statutes Cumulative
Suppl enent, 2006, is anended to read:

25-1601. (1) Al citizens of the United States residing in
any of the counties of this state who are over the age of nineteen
years, able to read, speak, and understand the English |anguage, and
free fromall disqualifications set forth under this section and from
all other legal exceptions are and shall be conmpetent persons to serve
on all grand and petit juries in their respective counties. Persons
disqualified to serve as either grand or petit jurors are: (a) Judges
of any court, (b) clerks of the Suprenme or district courts, (c)
sheriffs, (d) jailers, (e) persons, or the wife or husband of any such
person, who are parties to suits pending in the district court of the
county of his, her, or their then residence for trial at that jury
panel, (f) persons who have been convicted of a crimnal offense
puni shable by inprisonment in a Departnent of Correctional Services
adult correctional facility, when such conviction has not been set
asi de or a pardon issued, and (g) persons who are subject to liability
for the conmission of any offense which by special provision of |aw
does and shall disqualify them Persons who are husband and wife shall
not be summoned as jurors on the sane panel. Persons who are
i ncapabl e, by reason of physical or nental disability, of rendering
satisfactory jury service shall not be qualified to serve on a jury,
but a person clainmng this disqualification may be required to submt

a physician's certificate as to the disability and the certifying

physician is subject to inquiry by the court at its discretion. A
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reguest— No qualified prospective juror is exenpt from jury

service.

(2) The district court or any judge thereof nay exercise the
power of excusing any grand or petit juror or any person sunmoned for
grand or petit jury service upon a showi ng of undue hardship, extrene
i nconveni ence, or public necessity for such period as the court deens
necessary. At the conclusion of such period the person shall reappear
for jury service in accordance with the court's direction. Al excuses
and the grounds for such excuses shall be entered upon the record of
the court and shall be considered as a public record. In districts
having nore than one judge of the district court, the court nay by
rule or order assign or delegate to the presiding judge or any one or

nore judges the sole authority to grant such excuses.
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4 (3) A nursing nmother shall be excused from jury
service until she is no longer nursing her child by making such
request to the court at the tinme the juror qualification formis filed
with the jury commissioner and including wth the request a
physician's certificate in support of her request. The jury
conmmi ssioner shall mail the nother a notification formto be conpl eted
and returned to the jury conm ssioner by the mother when she is no

| onger nursing the child.
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1 Sec. 2. Ori gi nal section 25-1601, Revi sed St at ut es

2 Cumul ati ve Suppl enent, 2006, is repeal ed.



